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ENROLLING  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN 
IN  NEW  YORK  CITY  SCHOOLS 

I.   Introduction 

Each  year  a  significant  number  of  chaplains  move 
into  New  York  City  with  their  Families  to  attend  the 
United  States  Army  Chaplain's  Career  Course.   It  is  to 
be  expeoted  that  in  several  of  these  families  there 
are  some  special  education  -needs  that  must  be  met  during 
that  year.   Experience  seems  to  testify  to  the  fact 
that  parents  must  be  prepared  to  accept  the  reality 
that  their  child  may  miss  the  opening  of  school  in  Sep- 
tember.  Delays  have  been  known  to  extend  as  far  as  3 
months  while  the  administrative  matters  have  been  pro- 
cessed after  the  opening  day  of  school.   After  the 
initial  trauma  of  the  pre-enrollment  experience,  there 
seems  to  be  a  general  satisfaction  with  the  quality  of 
special  education  offered  in  the  New  York  City  School 
System. 

Today  the  New  York  State  Constitution  entitles  all 
to  a  free  public  education.   No  mention  is  made  of  any 
children  who  are  to  be  excluded  from  a  free  public 
education.   According  to  a  study  by  a  child  advocacy 
group,  the  foundation — supported  Children's  Defense 
Fund,  "that  despite  compulsory  attendance  laws  in  every 
state  except  Mississippi  more  than  one  million  children 


aged  7  to  15--who  are  not  old  enough  to  drop  out—are 
not  enrolled.   Another  million  aged  16  or  17  are  out 
of  school".'   The  reason  given  is  because  they  are 
handicapped,  pregnant,  married,  poor,  or  because  they 
don't  speak  English. 

It  is  the  intent  of  this  paper  to  acquaint  new- 
comers to  New  York  City  with  the  opportunities  of  spe- 
cial education  and  by  becoming  better  acquainted  with 
enrollment  procedures  to  minimize  delays  in  enabling 
the  child  to  enter  school  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

II.   History  of  Special  Education 

In  the  past  parents  of  disabled  children  have  had 
to  be  content  with  second-rate  services  Cor,  all  too 
frequently,  no  services]  for  their  children  in  the  pub- 
lic school  system.   The  gloomy  picture  of  the  past  has 
changed  in  recent  times  with  concerned  parent  action 
groups  that  have  resulted  in  some  important  court  cases 
which  have  dramatically  established  the  right  to  educa- 
tion. 

The  first  significant  court  case  in  the  North- 
eastern United  States  was  a  monumental  decision,  Pen- 
nsylvania, which  gained  the  right  to  a  free  public 


^Staten  Island  Sunday  Advance,  Dec.  22,  1974, 
p.  8,  col.  1. 


education  For  all  mentally  retarded  children  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.   As  a  result  other  states  have  followed  suit 
bringing  the  question  of  the  right  to  education  to  their 
courts.   Very  encouraging  results  emerged  as  the  courts' 
decisions  were  reached. 

In  recent  years,  there  has  been  a  marked  upswing 
in  the  use  of  private  schools  for  children  with  dis- 
abilities.  This  is  the  result  of  a  provision  in  New 
York  State  law  which  provides  for  payments  of  up  to  $2,000 
a  year  in  tuition  at  a  private  school  for  any  child 
whom  the  local  school  board  believes  to  be  too  handi- 
capped to  be  educated  within  the  local  school  system. 
As  an  example,  the  New  York  State  Local  Associations 
for  Retarded  Children  are  providers  of  a  service.   The 
facilities  are  licensed  as  private  schools  and  the  state 
pays  for  the  education  of  some  "educable"  and  "train- 
able" mentally  retarded  children  whom  the  local  school 
districts  should  be  educating  within  the  public  school 
system. 

New  York  State  law  is  specific  as  to  the  educa- 
tion its  children  are  to  receive.  A  glance  at  these 
laws  follows. 

III.   Laws  in  New  York  State 

The  New  York  State  Constitution,  The  Education 
Law,  The  Regulations  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education 


Cwhich  have  the  force  of  law},  The  Mental  Hygiene 
Law,  The  Social  Welfare  Law,  and  The  Family  Court 
Act,  are  the  laws  governing  the  education  of  children 
in  New  York  State.   According  to  The  New  York  State 
Constitution,  all  ohildren~are  entitled  to  a  free 
public  education.   "The  compulsory  education  laws 

clearly  state  that  all  children  of  school-tage  who  are 

g 
able  to  benefit  from  education  must  attend  school". 

The  Commissioner  of  Education  occupies  a  key 
position  in  the  school  system.   He  has  vast  legisla- 
tive, administrative,  and  judicial  powers.   He  is  re- 
quired by  law  to  create  rules  and  regulations  pertain- 
ing to  the  physical  and  educational  needs  of  handicapped 
children.   Individual  cases  that  are  appealed  to  the 
commissioner  are  decided  by  him.   His  decisions  arm 
not  subject  to  review  by  the  board  of  regents  or  by 
any  court,  unless  the  decisions  are  so  unreasonable  that 
they  could  not  have  been  made  by  an  ordinary,  reason- 
able person. 

The  education  law  defines  the  handicapped  child 
as  one  who : 

"C1]  because  of  mental,  physical,  or  emotional 
reasons  cannot  be  educated  in  regular  classes  in 


2Center  on  Human  Policy,  [Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Syra- 
cuse Univ.  Press,  1973}  p.  26. 
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ordinary  schools,  but  [2}  can  benefit:  by  special 
services  and  programs.   The  special  services 
and  programs  include  transportation  to  and  From 
school;  the  payment  of  tuition  to  special, 
private  schools  for  handicapped  children;  the 
payment  of  tuition  to  Boards  of  Cooperative 
Educational  Services  [BOCES]  in  public  school 
districts;  the  providing  of  home  teachers  for 
children  who  are  unable  to  leave  their  homes 
to  attend  school;  special  classes;  special 
teachers;  and  resource  rooms".3 

It  must  be  recognized  that  there  is  an  arbitrariness 

in  the  labeling  process  [gifted,  talented,  mentally 

retarded,  emotionally  disturbed,  etc. 3  that  can  be 

used  for  or  against  children. 

Each  school  district  is  required  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  committee,  or  contract  with  a  board 
of  cooperative  educational  services  to  secure  the 
assistance  of  such  a  committee.   Its  purpose  is  to 
review  and  evaluate,  at  least  once  a  year,  the  status 
of ^each  child  within  the  school  district,  to  deter- 
mine if  the  child  will  require  placement  in  a  regular 
class,  special  class  or  exclusion  from  school. 

It  is  the  requirement  that  each  school  district 
provide  for  each  handicapped  child  a  physical  ex- 
amination, an  individual  psychological  examination 
by  an  approved  psychologist,  social  history,  and  other 
suitable  examinations  and  evaluations  as  are  necessary 


3Ibid.  p.  6 
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to  ascertain  the  physical,  mentaj,  emotional  Factors 
which  contribute  to  the  handicapping  condition.   Par- 
ents have  a  right  to  know  exactly  what  has  been  done 
to  and  for  their  child,  what  the  recommendations  are, 
and  the  reasons  For  the  recommendations.   The  law 
guarantees  to  parents  the  right  to  see  any  records 
the  school  maintains  concerning  their  child,  if  they 
ask  to  see  the  records.   "The  problem  is  that  the  law 
does  not  require  school  officials  to  give  a  report 

to  parents  concerning  any  psychological  testing  and 

4 
evaluation". 

The  regulations  of  the  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion provide  for  the  following  programs  in  special 
education: 

A.   Special  Classes  [general]  Special  classes 
shall  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  following 
standards : 

[1]   The  formation  of  special  classes,  in- 
cluding grouping  and  numbers,  shall  depend 
upon  the  nature  of  the  pupils  capabilities, 
deficits,  and  educational,  social,  or  emo- 
tional needs. 

3.   Special  Classes  [physical]  The  special  classes 
for  pupils  handicapped  because  of  physical  reasons 
shall  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  following 
standards: 

[1]   The  chronological  age  range  of  the  pupils 
in  a  given  class  shall  not  exceed  three  years. 
[2]   The  special  class  size  of  the  elementary 
level  not^exceed  ten  pupils,  and  the  secondary 


4 
Ibid,  p.  8. 


level  notAexceed  Fifteen  pupils. 

C3]   Teachers  selected  For  these  classes 

shall  be  certified  as  teachers  of  handicapped 

pupils. 

C'   Special  Classes  [emotional]   The  special  clas- 
ses For  pupils  who  are  handicapped  because  oF 
emotional  reasons  shall  be  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  Following  standards: 

CO   The  chronological  age  range  oF  the 
pupils  served  in  a  given  class  shall  not 
exceed  three  years. 

C2]   Special  class  size  shall  not  exceed 
ten  pupils. 

C3]   Teachers  selected  For  these  classes 
shall  be  certiFied  in  early  childhood,  element- 
ary or  secondary  school  education  with  addi- 
tional work  in  the  Field  oF  the  emotionally 
disturbed. 

D«   Special  Classes  [Educable  mentally  retarded] 
Special  classes  For  the  educable  mentally  retarded 
shall  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  Follow- 
ing standards: 

CO   The  chronological  age  range  oF  pupils 
in  a  special  class  shall  not  exceed  three 
years. 

[2]   The  total  enrollment  at  the  elementary 
level  shall  not  exceed  FiFteen;  at  the  second- 
ary level,  it  shall  not  exceed  eighteen. 
C3]   Teachers  oF  such  classes  shall  be  cer- 
tiFied as  teachers  oF  the  mentally  retarded. 

E'   Special  Classes  [Trainable  mentally  retarded] 
shall  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  Following 
standards : 

CO   The  chronological  age  range  oF  pupils 

in  a  special  class  shall  not  exceed  Four 

years. 

C2]   The  total  enrollment  in  a  special 

class  For  pupils  under  chronological  age  12 

shall  not  exceed  ten  pupils;  For  pupils  over 

the  chronological  age  oF  12,  it  shall  not  exceed 

12  pupils. 

C3]   Teachers  selected  For  these  classes 
shall  be  certiFied  as  teachers  oF  the  mentally 
retarded. 

F-   Special  Classes  CMultiple] 

CO   Special  classes  For  pupils  who  are  handi- 
capped because  oF  multiple  reasons  shall  in- 
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elude  classes  for  pupils  whose  combina- 
tion of  handicaps  is  such  that  the  pro- 
grams of  the  special  classes  described 
in  [B]  and  [C]  above  are  not  adequate  for 
the  special  needs  and  services  necessary 
for  such  pupils. 

[2]   Special  classes  for  pupils  in  this 
category  shall  be  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  following  standards: 

Ca]   The  number  of  pupils  in  such 
classes,  as  well  as  chronological  age 
range  of  pupils  served,  shall  be  based 
on  the  needs  of  the  pupil. 
Cb]   The  teachers  selected  for  these 
shall  be  certified  as  teachers  of 
handicapped  pupils. 

G.   Special  Classes  [Learning  problems] 

C1]   Special  class  programs  for  pupils  who 
airs   handicapped  because  of  problems  in 
learning  may  be  established  for  pupils 
with  specific  learning  disabilities,  aphasia, 
or  perceptual  handicaps. 

C2]   Special  classes  for  pupils  in  this 
category  shall  be  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  following  standards: 

Ca]   The  number  of  pupils  in  such 
classes,  as  well  as  chronological 
age  range  of  pupils  served,  shall 
be  based  on  the  needs  of  the  pupils, 
Cb]   Teachers  selected  for  these 
classes  shall  be  certified  as  teachers 
of  handicapped  pupils.^ 


IV.   Special  Education  in  New  York  City 

The  Office  of  Special  Education  and  Pupil  Person- 
nel Services,  through  several  of  its  bureaus,  super- 
viset  the  education  of  all  physically  limited  children. 
The  Bureau  for  the  Education  of  Physically  Handicapped 


5 
Amendment  to  Regulations  of  The  Commissioner 

of  Education,  Section  200.7.   July  23,  1974. 


CBEPH)  is  one  of  the  largest  divisions  and  directs 
the  educational  programs  For  children  who  require 
placement  in  health  conservation  classes  because  of 
physical  disability  other  than  visual  or  acoustical, 
or  who  require  placement  in  home  instruction  For  physi- 
cal or  emotional  reasons.   Children  in  hospital  and 
convalescent  home  classes  are  served  by  the  "400" 
schools.   These  children,  in  terms  oF  categories 
oF  illnesses,  constitute  a  population  similar  to 
those  served  by  BEPH.   The  Bureau  For  Children  with 
Retarded  Mental  Development  [BCRMD]  is  in  charge  oF 
the  program  For  doubly  handicapped  children.   The 
doubly  handicapped  child, as  deFined  in  New  York  City, 
is  a  child  with  a  physical  disability  requiring 
special  education  services  and  with  mental  retardation, 
below  the  slow  learner  level.   The  Bureau  For  the  Educa- 
tion oF  the  Visually  Handicapped  and  the  Bureau  oF  Speech 
Improvement  direct  the  programs  For  children  with  visual 
and  speech  defects,  schools  For  the  deaF  and  the  langu- 
age  impaired'  oFFer  services  For  those  needing  them. 

The  basic  plan  oF  organization  oF  BEPH  and  thB  ad- 
mission procedures  are  as  Follows: 

A.   Health  Conservation  Classes 

[13   Lowered  Vitality--serves  children  in 
attendance  at  an  elementary  school  within  walk- 
ing distance  oF  the  child's  home.   Children 
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needing  this  service  are  those  suffering 
from  convalescent  status  after  serious  ill- 
ness, allergies,  asthma,  mild  cardiac  de- 
ficiency, and  mild  orthopedic  disability. 
Ca]   Admission  Procedure — recommenda- 
tion from  outside  source  must  by  approved 
by  the  school  physician  and  BEPH. 

B.   Health  Conservation— Bus — These  classes 
serve  the  same  function  as  the  lowered  vitality 
classes,  and  also  accommodate  more  seriously 
disabled  children  who  are  not  within  walking 
distance  of  the  school. 

C1]   Admission  Procedure — For  children  with 
orthopedic  incolvment,  the  medical  report 
entitled  "Orthopedic  Report  and  Recommenda- 
tion" CForm  012SJ  is  initiated  by  treat- — 
ment  agency  or  private  physician.   For 
children  with  cardiac  involvment,  the  med- 
ical report  form  entitled  "Rheumatic  Fever 
and  Cardiac  Conditions;   Report  and  Recom- 
mendations" LForm  C12S1  i«  athmi^oH  Ky  Q 
treatment  agency  or  private  agency  or  private 
physician.   Both  the  0f*S  and  C12S  forms 
are  obtainable  from  school  nurses  or  BEPH. 
For  orthopedic  conditions  a  copy  of  Borm 
012S  is  retained  by  the  treatment  agency 
and  the  other  copies  are  mailed  to  the  Bureau 
for  Handicapped  Children.  Department  of 
Health,  350  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10013. 
The  consulting  orthopedist  in  the  Bureau 
for  Handicapped  Children  reviews  the  012S 
forms  and  approves  or  disapproves  the  recom- 
mendations for  special  educational  adjust- 
ments.  One  copy  of  the  012S  form  is  retained 
and  the  other  is  routed  as  follows:   When 
no  special  placement  is  involved  the  012S  is 
sent  directly  to  the  school  and  the  school 
physician  reviews  it.   When  special  educa- 
tional placement  or  change  of  placement  is 
approved  the  012S  is  sent  to  BEPH  where  ap- 
propriate assignment  is  effected. 

C'   HC  20  Classes — Units  for  severely  handicapped 

children  with  severe  orthopedic  and  neuromus-' — 
cular  handicaps  need  special  accommodations  since 
they  cannot  attend  a  regular  health  conservation — 
bus  class.   They  face  the  alternative  of  home 
instruction  unless  a  highly  specialized  school 
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facility  is  provided. 

C 1 3   Admission  Procedure--The  orthopedic 
form  01 SS  is  given  by  the  nurse  to  a  parent 
who  presents  it  to  the  treatment  agency  at 
the  time  the  child  is  examined.  [The  Social 
Service  Departments  or  moat  of  the  major 
hospitals  in  New  York  City  are  supplied  with 
012S  forms  and  are  familiar  with  referral 
procedures.]   The  form  is  completed  by  a 
physician  and  mailed  to  the  Bureau  for  Handi- 
capped Children.   Department  of  Health,  350 
Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10013. 

D.  HC  30--Classes  for  the  brain  injured— The 
New  York  City  program  was  established  to  deal 
with  a  specific  category  of  neurological  dys- 
function, popularly  designated  as  the  brain- 
injured  syndrome. 

CO   Admission  Procedure — Referrals  may  be 
made  to  BEPH  by  school  social  workers, 
guidance  counselors,  physicians,  or  pro- 
fessional personnel  from  health  agencies. 
Supportive  data  should  include  psychological, 
psychiatric,  and  pediatric  and  neurological 
reports. 

E.  Home  Instruction 

CO   Physically~Handicapped 

Ca]   physically  handicapped  constitute 
the  majority  of  the  enrollment  in  the 
home  instruction  section  of  BEPH. 
Cb]   admission  procedure — essentially 
the  same  as  procedure  outlined  for  Health 
Conservation — Bus  Classes. 

C23   Emotionally  Disturbed  Children 

[a]   admission  procedure—when  the  child 
is  under  treatment  by  a  clinic,  private 
psychiatrist,  or  psychologist,  a  letter 
signed  by  the  therapist  requesting  home 
instruction  with  reasons  for  the  request 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of 
Child  Guidance.   This  agency  reviews 
the  case,  makes  further  inquiries,  and 
forwards  his  recommendations  to  BEPH. 
BEPH  then  assigns  a  teacher. 

F.  The  "400"  Schools--The  program  is  divided 
into  sections.   One  section  deals  with  children 
in  hospitals  and  convalescent  homes;  the  other 

is  concerned  with  children  in  child  care  centers. 
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CO   Admission  Procedure»-If  the  child  is 
to  be  hospitalized  two  weeks  or  longer,  the 
school  admits  the  child  with  the  physician's 
approval.   A  hospital  class  PH  form,  coopera- 
tively completed  by  hospital  teacher  and 
hospital  staff,  is  sent  to  the  "400"  school 
office  for  filing.   The  PH  forms  are  the 
following  types: 

Ca]   PH1  Cyellow]  Orthopedically  Handicapped 

Children 

[b]   PHE  Cpink]  Cardiac  Limited  Children 

Cc]   PH5  Cgr*een]  Chronic  Medical  Cases 

The  Bureau  of  Educational  and  Vocational  Guidance 
of  the  Board  of  Education  maintains  a  staff  of  guidance 
counselors  and  coordinators  to  serve  all  schools  and 
children.   To  assist  the  population  served  by  BEPH, 
the  liason  counselors  work  closely  with  personnel 
from  bureaus  in  the  Board  of  Education,  counsel  child- 
ren and  parents,  expedite  special  placement,  inform 
guidance  counselors,  administrative  staff,  and  agency 
personnel  of  facilities  and  precedures  for  admission, 
and  cooperate  with  -  variety  of  public  and  private 
agencies. 

It  is  the  goal  and  constant  challenge  that  every 
child  who  can  attend  regular  classes  with  reasonable 
regularity  and  safety  without  highly  specialized 
accommodation  ought  to  do  so.   In  line  with  this  a  number 


Bureau  of  Curriculum  Development,  Board  of 
Education,  City  of  New  York,  Education  of  the  Physi- 
cally Handicapped,  [Board  of  Education  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  197i]  pp.  10-19. 
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of  interesting  developments  are  occurring. 

"In  some  health  conservation  classes  the 
practice  has  evolved  whereby  children  who  are 
physically  and  intellectually  able  are  sent 
to  regular  classes  for  a  short  period  each  day. 
As  tolerance  increases,  the  period  is  length- 
ened until  full  transfer  is  effected.   This 
has  occurred  mainly  in  classes  for  brain-in- 
jured children,  but  other  types  of  health  con- 
servation classes  are  adopting  a  similar  approach, 
particularly  in  schools  where  there  is  a  depart- 
mentalization.  Extension  of  this  practice  in 
carefully  selected  situations  could  result  in 
the  health  conservation  classroom  becoming  a 
resource  room  and  the  health  conservation  teacher 
a  resource  teacher". 

In  cases  where  a  child  is  not  old  enough  to 
begin  public  school  it  is  important  to  cind  out  the 
child's  health  needs  as  early  as  possible.   The  United 
Cerebral  Palsy  Association,  Inc.,  66  East  34th  Street, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10016  offers  a  program  "to  capture 
those  early  years  in  such  a  way  that  rehabilitation 
and  education  processes  can  be  employed  more  ef- 
fectively to  bring  about  the  fullest  development  of 

g 

each  child's  potential".    There  are  seven  major 
centers  in  New  York  City  which  provide  a  vast  array 
of  educational,  vocational,  and  related  services. 
A  primary  concern  of  UCPA  is  to  successfully  place 


7Ibid.,  p.  127. 

^Early  Education  of  the  Multi-Handicapped  Child, 
CNew  York  City,  UCP,  1371]  p.  2. 


14 

children  in  the  public  school  program  upon  completion 

of  the  pre-school  experience. 

V.   Enrollment  Problems  and  Recommendations 

It  ie  recognized  that  "to  insure  the  best  pos- 
sible special  class  placement  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  meet  legal  safeguards  for  the  child  and  the  school, 
procedures  governing  admission-,  transfers,  and  record 

g 

keeping  tend  to  become  complex  and  confusing".    It 
is  to  this  confusion  and  complexity  and  the  acknow- 
ledged frequent  or  undue  delays  that  we  turn  in  re- 
gard to  new  arrivals,  particularly  military  personnel, 
in  enrolling  handicapped  children  in  New  York  City 
Schools. 

A  major  problem  is  the  reporting  date  of  August 
for  chaplains  attending  the  U.  S.  Army  Chaplain 
School.   Personnel  are  not  available  during  the 
month  of  August  in  the  school  system  to  initiate 
and  process  the  enrollment  of  children  needing  special 
placement.   If  action  is  initiated  during  the  regular 
enrollment  period  in  late  August  the  minimum  time 
before  a  child  is  placed  in  the  classroom  is  approxi- 
mately 3  weeks  and  as  much  as  3  months.   While  bus 
transportation  is  guaranteed  a  child  must  be  enrolled 
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in  a  classroom  before  the  transportation  request 
is  made  by  the  school  where  the  child  is  enrolled. 
It  may  take  up  to  a  minimum  of  4  weeks  before  bus 
service  begins. 

It  would  seem  that  valuable  time  would  be  gained 
by  beginning  the  enrollment  process  before  the  sum- 
mer recess.   The  problem  here  is  that,  at  the  present 
time,  the  chaplains  school  will  not  designate  quart- 
ers assignment  prior  to  the  chaplain's  arrival. 
Therefore,  as  late  as  August  a  chaplain  does  not 
know  where  he  irfcll  be  living — Brooklyn  or  Staten 
Island. 

Experience  verifies  that  even  when  contact  is 
made  as  early  as  February  with  the  New  York  City 
Schools  it  could  be  as  late  as  November  for  placement 
of  a  child  in  a  classroom  is  finalized.   Evaluations 
and  recommendations  from  other  sources  than  those  in 
New  York  City  are    not  accepted,  in  all  cases,  neces- 
sitating the  child's  presence  before  the  evaluations 
for  placementnare  begun. 

There  appears  to  be  no  easy  solution  on  how 
best  to  enroll  a  child  in  a  special  education  class 
with  undue  delay  as  is  presently  experienced.   "BEPH 
is  alert  to  the  possible  magnification  of  placement 
problems  as  programs  proliferate  and  population  in- 
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crease.   The  use  of  a  central  screening  -team  For 
admission  to  and  transfer  from  any  area  of  the  pro- 
gram offers  one  approach  that  may  be  adopted.   Re- 
cord keeping  and  the  evolvment  of  more  effecient 

forms  are  likely  to  be  expedited  by  means  of  auto- 

10 
mated  equipment  and  computers".     For  the  present, 

at  least,  and  into  the  near  future  parents  need  to 

be  aware  that  patience  must  be  exercised  as  the  wheels 

of  the  bureaucracy  turn  and  the  final  placement  of 

the  child  is  made. 

The  following  recommendations  are  offered  as 

steps  to  be  taken  to  help  diminish  the  problems 

encountered  for  the  chaplain  family  moving  into 

New  York  City. 

1.  It  would  be  helpful  if  the  chaplain  school 
could  be  specific  in  designating  the  location 
where  the  chaplain  and  his  family  will  be  living 
as  soon  as  it  is  recognized  that  special  educa- 
tion needs  are  required. 

2.  A  packet  of  information  could  be  compiled 
containing  information  that  «rould  be  informative 
and  helpful  in  enabling  a  family  to  initiate 
enrollment  procedures  at  the  earliest  time  pos- 
sible.  Such  information  could  consist  of: 
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a.  Books  or  where  they  can  be  obtained: 

1.  Education  of  the  Physically  Handi- 
capped, purchase  price  $2.50  From  the 
Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  Publication  Sales  Office  110 
Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  11201. 
Checks  made  payable  to  Auditor,  Board 

of  Education. 

2.  Directory  of  the  Public  Schools 
New  York  City  Annual,  Secured  from 
Board  of  Education  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  Office  of  the  Chancellor,  110 
Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
11201. 

b.  Important  Agencies  and  Addresses: 

1.  Bureau  for  Handicapped  Children, 
Department  of  Health,  350  Broadway,  New 
York,  N.  Y.  10012 

2.  United  Cerebral  Palsy  Association, 
Inc.  66  East  34th  Street,  New  York, 

N.  Y.  10016 

3.  City  of  New  York 
Office  of  the  Mayor 

Mayor's  Office  for  the  Handicapped 
250  Broadway — Room  1414A 
New  York,  N.  Y.   10007 

4.  Chancellor's  Action  Center   phone  596- 
B072   any  problems  related  to  education 

c.  Forms: 

1.  Form  012S  Orthopedic  Report  and 
Recommendation 

2.  Form  C12S  Rheumatic  Fever  and  Cardiac 
Conditions:   Report  and  Recommendations 

3.  An  interested  faculty  member  who  would  act 
as  liaison  between  family  to  monitor  progress 
of  enrollment  and  serve  as  resource  person. 

4.  Information  concerning  3  above  be  included  in 
letter  sent  to  incoming  chaplains  by  Family  Life 
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Committee. 

VI.   Conclusion 

The  present  scene  is  so  dynamic  and  the  quick- 
ening tempo  of  change  in  special  education  makes  it 
difficult  to  deal  with  all  the  dynamics  of  educating 
the  handicapped  child  in  New  York  City.   Innovations  as 
a  result  of  research,  new  methods  and  materials,  new 
curricula,  and  new  technological  advances  are  placed 
in  the  context  of  the  changing  social  and  economic 
climate  of  New  York  City  and  the  nation.   The  innova- 
tions occurring  in  New  York  City  are  impressive.  How- 
ever, as  in  most  parts  of  the  country  the  gifted  are 
neglected.   Parents  with  children  needing  special 
education  must  continue  to  keep  abreast  of  the  trends 
in  special  education  so  that  they  can  act  more  respon- 
sibly on  behalf  of  their  children  and  to  hopefully 
make  a  positive  contribution  to  the  future  of  special 
education.   Special  education  has  overcome  tremendous 
obstacles  to  reach  its  present  position.   The  future  is 
filled  with  hope  and  optimism  as  parents  are  informed 
in  making  the  most  of  the  present  opportunities. 
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